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ROMANIAN ENERGY CENTER ASSOCIATION ATTEND THE EURELECTRIC WEBINAR ON ENERGY STORAGE 

26th of October 2020, Carina Ioana ZIDARU 

The Union of the Electricity Industry – EURELECTRIC has recently launched its latest Report on “Charge! 
Deploying secure & flexible energy storage” presented on during a public webinar on 14th of October. As 
a manifestation of its interest in electricity storage capacities, development and uptake of fit for purpose 
storage solutions, as well as in associated policy frameworks the representatives of Innovation and 
Development Department of the Romanian Energy Center (CRE) have participated in this relevant online 
event. Following Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s State of the European Union, the 
Commission released its plan to reduce EU greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030. This could 
translate into a RES target of 38-40%. The share of renewables in electricity is set to reach 65% or more. 

In its latest Power Barometer 2020, EURELECTRIC estimates that wind capacity needs to double and solar 
capacity to triple by 2030. These impressive figures demonstrate the need to address the deployment of 
variable RES, as well as the development of flexible capacity. Various storage technologies with relevant 
potential are available to address this challenge in the near future. 

Industry leaders and representatives of the European Institutions (EP, EC), were actively involved in the 
debate chaired by the Secretary General of EURELECTRIC – Christian Ruby. This includes: Claudia Gamon – 
Rapporteur of the EP INI on Energy Storage (EP); Beatriz Sinobas – Team leader, Energy security and 
Electricity (EC); Viola Rocher – Chair of Eurelectric WG RES and Storage (EnBW Energie), Erkki Maillard – 
Group Senior VP EU affairs Diplomatic Adviser to the CEO (EDF), Maximilian Urban – Chair of Eurelectric WG 
Technology (NO Netz EVN Gruppe).  

Moving into a decarbonised future the energy system needs to change very rapidly. It is estimated that  
until 2050 more than 80% of the electricity will be coming from renewables. So, with so many renewables 
we need to make sure that electricity is plugged 24/7 and that renewables are effectively backed-up by 
solutions that allows us to run the system in a reliable manner. For achieving the 2050 targets the industry 
must consider multiple viable storage options. EURELECTRIC’s latest report features a detailed overview of 
storage technologies (pumped hydro storage, reservoir hydro, compressed air energy storage, flywheels, 
batteries, Lithium-ion, power-to-X, thermal storage, smart sector integration); storage applications and use 
cases (grid use, electric vehicles, energy communities, coal regions in transition) challenges for further 
deployment; and 10 policy recommendations.  

“The Commission is considering the idea of a comprehensive Storage Strategy & a Task Force.” highlighted 
Claudia Gamon, during the report presentation. 

The EU Project CROSSBOW, currently under implementation with the full support and contribution of CRE 
association, can stand as a good example for products that help the system to run in a reliable manner, by 
using a regional approach. After three years of successful activity out of 48 months total duration, the 
Consortium has developed nine products (Software Platforms) focusing on the main present challenges 
related to the power systems operations. All the prototypes of the products have been currently installed 
in live Pilots, and are ready for final testing and validation. Among them, the „Regional Storage Coordination 
Centre” and the „Virtual Storage Plants” are remarkable examples of improving the efficiency of the storage 
capacities by applying a regional approach (e.g. South-East Europe). 

The CRE Association is an active and strategic partner together with its members and other potential members 
in international consortia for deploying energy projects funded by the EC, such as: SUCCESS, RESERVE, 
WISEGRID, NRG5, CROSSBOW, SOGNO, PHOENIX, TRINITY, EDDIE and EDGEFLEX. 
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