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ROMANIAN ENERGY DAY 2018 – DAY 1 PANEL 1 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND RESOURCES / DIVERSIFICATION OF SOURCES AND SUPPLY ROUTES / 

INTERCONNECTORS 

 

The 1st panel of this year’s Romanian Energy Day addressed the topics of Infrastructure and 

Resources, Diversification of Sources and Supply Routes and Interconnectors. Moderated by 

Mrs. Adina CRISAN-REVOL, Team Leader Regional Energy Cooperation at DG ENERGY, the 

session benefited from the keynote speech of Mr. Victor GRIGORESCU, former Energy Minister 

of Romania and from the active discussions from relevant speakers: Mr. Akos GROSZ, Director 

of Business Development at FGSZ Ltd, Gheorghe VISAN, Director at Transelectrica, Mrs. Jelena 

MATEJIC, General Manager at EMS – Enterprise Elektromreza Srbije, Mrs. Antonella 

BATAGLINI, CEO at Renewables Grid Initiative, Mrs. Stela NENOVA, Corporate Affairs Advisor 

at Entso-E and Mrs. Daria NOCHEVNIKA, Deputy Head of the Greek Energy Forum Brussels 

office. 

Kicking off the panel, Adina Crisan-Revol 

highlighted that the market rules are the main 

guidelines to deliver on all policy objectives of 

Junker’s Commission and the five dimensions of 

energy union, namely (1) security, solidarity and 

trust, (2) a fully integrated internal energy market, 

(3) energy efficiency, (4) climate action – 

decarbonising the economy and (5) research, 

innovation and competitiveness. Moreover, Mrs. 

Crisan-Revol appreciated the regional governance 

and Romania’s role in ensuring the safe and affordable gas supply for the 48 million people in the 

region, as well as the expansion of CESEC, in 2017, towards other dimensions like electricity, 

renewable energy sources and energy efficiency, fact also emphasized by Mr. Victor Grigorescu.  
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Furthermore, Mr. Grigorescu supports the importance of hearing the voice of the national energy 

sector in Brussels, as Romania has a strong place in the sector, referring to the vertical corridor 

of which BRUA is an integral 

part. Mr. Grigorescu 

underlined Romania’s focus 

on diversifying the sources of 

energy and transport routes, 

being a supplier of good 

practices in the regional 

energy sector. “Romania has 

the technical knowhow, the 

business synergies and the 

combination between policy and 

business”, declared Mr. Grigorescu. Further on CESEC, which played a crucial role in promoting 

BRUA, Victor Grigorescu acknowledges its importance of being a good platform for bringing 

together member states with the Republic of Moldova and the West Balkans. However, when 

speaking about interconnectors, Mr. Grigorescu highlights the ongoing discussions on exceptions 

which take more time to implement certain political commitments, which in turn determine the 

interconnection plans to lag behind in the region, fact also acknowledged by the rest of the 

speakers. “We must make sure to use them (interconnectors) at full capacity, representing the 

diversification of sources and resources, which bring more security, more choices for consumers, 

towards a more peaceful and prosperous 

future in the region”, concluded Mr. 

Grigorescu. 

Furthermore, Mr. Akos Grosz appraised 

BRUA’s beneficial role for the whole region 

and its importance for the security of supply, 

whilst Mrs. Antonella Bataglini introduced the 

three D’s,  decarbonisation as the driving change 
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for the future, decentralisation of sources 

as a huge opportunity to develop new and 

alternative sources (wind, solar, biomass) 

and digitalization. Moreover, Mrs. 

Bataglini underlines another key element 

of the future energy sector, namely 

electrification, due to the massive drop in 

RES technology costs during the past 

years. However, all this transformation 

cannot happen without well-functioning and fully integrated markets, open to all actors. “The 

geography of generation will change, we need much stronger connectivity between member 

states, region and neighbouring countries and ultimately beyond EU”, declared Mr. Antonella 

Bataglini. Moreover, countries in the SEE region should consider exploiting much more the 

potential of RES, domain where innovation, jobs and competitiveness lay. In Mrs. Bataglini’s final 

remark, the future energy sector is characterised by interconnectors, more RES and nature and 

people at its center.  

Furthermore, Mrs. Stela Nenova also 

emphasised the transition’s challenges, 

the three D’s, the SEE region’s potential 

for cooperation, electro mobility, 

opportunities for new services and new 

capacities, of which solution is the 

Clean Energy for all European package, 

a holistic approach to tackle a wide 

range of sources besides electricity at 

national and regional levels. “Regional cooperation is crucial to enable sustainable energy 

transition across borders, not only at TSO level but of the whole stakeholders, governments, 

regulators, industry”, declared Mrs. Nenova.       
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Mr. Gheorghe Visan also argued on the 

importance of regional cooperation in order 

to ensure a strong European power sector, 

in a transparent and non-discriminatory 

manner for all parties. However, Mr. Visan 

highlighted current deficiencies in terms of 

missing infrastructure at both national and 

regional level, which make impossible the 

allocation of capacities to market participants. 

Moreover, developing infrastructure and increasing the level of interconnection would eliminate 

congestions and would bring security of supply for all consumers. 

Furthermore, Mrs. Jelena Matejic introduced the regulatory aspects of developing infrastructure, 

the importance of collaboration 

between EU and non-EU countries and 

the three major pan European projects 

linking Serbia with the region, namely 

the Trans Balkan corridor to be 

commissioned in 2025, the North South 

East corridor to be commissioned in 

2030 and the long term 400 kv 

interconnection project with Croatia, all 

European Projects of Common Interest, 

which bring the total investment of 300 million EURO in new infrastructure of regional interest. 

Regarding the open partnership between EU and non-EU countries, Mrs. Matejic highlights the 

complex mechanisms and the potential obstacles towards harmonised network codes and proper 

market integration. 

Last but not least, Mrs. Daria Nochevnik took on the traders’ perspective, arguing that markets 

are at the core of energy transition, infrastructural development and regulatory framework. 
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Moreover, Mrs. Nochevnik agrees that additional 

work must be done towards strengthening the 

cross border capacity which can be done through 

political will. Other key messages included the 

important steps towards market liberalization by 

launching the day ahead power exchange 

between Serbia and Croatia, the 4M market 

coupling launched in 2013, CESEC’s relevance as 

a platform to boost regional cooperation, as well as 

barriers to good regional energy market cooperation in the form of export and power trading 

fees.             
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